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GETTING TO KNOW TRIO PRESEASON POLL 
TRiO, one of the largest programs for first-generation students, assists The OVC released its preseason basketball poll and preseason AII-OVC 
those students in a number of ways. teams Tuesday. 
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By Elizabeth Wood 
Multimedia Reporter I @DEN_news 
The Charleston City Council ap-
proved engineering companies for the $7.4 
million The Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Nutrient Removal Project Tuesday night. 
Mayor Brandon Combs said the project 
is a part of a mandate from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 
"It's not just ours [wastewater plant], it's 
multiple municipalities wher~ the water 
runoff goes, they're just making sure that 
we're getting like an ultraviolet type sanita-
tion process to kill the microbes," Combs 
said. 
The project is a part of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency's efforts to reduce a 
dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico. 
According to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, dead zones 
are areas where there is too much nitrogen 
BY ROB-LE CATES I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Charleston Mayor Brandon Combs asks if anyone from the audience wants to ad9 ress tt!e ~o_un_cil a1_t'1e ~ity Council me~ting Tuesday night. 
and phosphorus, causing areas in the water 
where there is little to no oxygen. 
These areas are uninhabitable by fish and 
vegetation at the bottom of the gulf. 
These minerals come from three main 
sources: water runoff in fields, source 
points or wastewater plants, and stormwa-
ter runoff. 
The Illinois Bureau reported that waste-
water plants aren't equipped to reduce a 
large amount of nutrients from the water. 
Combs said the council has had the man-
date on their radar for five years and the 
council wants to jump ahead to make sure 
everything is done in a timely matter. 
"There is some help available, some take 
a lot of planning and a lot of stuff on the 
city side, so that's why we need consultants 
to come in and help us out because we don't 
have the expertise to go in and do this type 
of work," Combs said. 
He added that they are starting the proj-
ect now because it will take several weeks to 
figure out what kind of system will work for 
the wastewater plant and some of the work 
has been done. 
CITY COUNCIL, page 2 
O'Brien Stadium's namesake remembered Student Senate 
faces continued 
lack of business 
without quorum 
By Ryan Meyer 
Multimedia Reporter I @DEN_news 
O'Brien Stadium will hold its 51st homecoming 
game on Saturday since the completion of the build-
ing in 1970. 
The stadium was named in honor of Maynard 
"Pat" O'Brien shortly after his retirement in 197 4, ac-
cording to his obituary in the Chicago Tribune. 
A longtime coach of football, cross country and 
track and field at Eastern, O'Brien guided the 1968 
and 1969 cross country teams to back-to-back 
NCAA College Division championship victories. 
In his nine-year football tenure, he led the team to 
their first bowl game. 
O'Brien served in the U.S. Navy during World 
War II for three and a half years and left with a lieu-
tenant commander rank, according to the obituary. 
O'Brien is a member of Eastern's first Hall of 
Fame class, inducted in 1982, along with the likes of 
Charles Lantz, a former coach and athletic adminis-
trator. 
The obituary also mentions that he was a for-
mer member of the U.S. Olympic Committee and a 
coach and administrator at four high schools between 
1931 and 1942. 
O'Brien's athletic tenacity is detailed in a 1974 
master's thesis written about him by John Melvin 
Crafi:. 
"He particularly recalled that his father had a rule 
requiring him to be home at 4:20 p.m. each day," 
Crafi: writes. "But since school was dismissed at 3:50 
p.m., he would engage in a hefty game of basket-
ball as long as possible, and afterwards he would run 
home." 
The thesis goes on to mention O'Brien's answer 
to a question about what it takes to produce a good 
cross country team after the team won their second 
Maynard "Pat" O'Brien 
consecutive championship in 1969. 
"Dedication and the willingness to sacrifice and 
prepare for a task that has to be done," O'Brien said. 
The stadium, which went by the name of Lincoln 
Field until it was renamed in 1974, has undergone 
projects since its 1970 completion, including a $2 
million renovation called "Reach for the 21st Cen-
tury," which, according to eiupanthers.com, includ-
ed a locker room, expansion of the weight room and 
training facilities and new meeting and video rooms. 
There was also a new turf installed in 2012. 
A release from a Sept. 1985 edition of Panther 
Sports News detailed the announcement of a project 
called "Brighten O'Brien," which was "a $450,000 
fundraising campaign to improve facilities at O'Brien 
Stadium." 
The release details the allocation of funds to cer-
tain areas. 
"Primary improvements include $180,000 to in-
stall a new artificial track and $150,000 for lights. 
Plans also call for renovation and expansion of the 
pressbox, artificial turf on the football field sidelines, 
a new flagpole and operations revenue for general up-
keep." 
Eastern's athletic director at the time, RC. John-
son, is quoted in the release explaining the benefits of 
being able to play under the lights. 
"By installing lights we'll have the option to play at 
night to avoid conflicts with major 1V games or the 
University of Illinois ... plus give us some relief from 
the hot afternoons early in the season," Johnson said. 
Since the stadium's construction, Eastern football 
teams have gone 177-94-3 at home, including at least 
one undefeated home record every decade. 
In homecoming games since 1970, Eastern is 33-
15-2. 
Most of the top-attended games have been Par-
ents Weekend or Family Weekend games, accord-
ing to Eastern's football record book, with the high-
est attended game being a 14-9 victory over North-
ern Iowa on Nov. 9, 1980, in front of an attendance 
ofl2,600. 
The lone homecoming game in the top ten of 
Eastern's highest attended games is a 55-33 win over 
Southeast Missouri in 2013. 
In homecoming games since O'Brien Stadium's 
completion, Eastern is 33-15-2, including winning 
every homecoming game from 2000-2009. 
This year's game will be the first of the decade, 
since there was no homecoming game due to a CO-
VID-19 shortened 2020 season that took place in the 
spring. 
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 581-2812 or 
rameyer@eiu.edu. 
By Ethan Schobernd 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
Student government senators anticipate 22 
committee appointments so long as they meet 
quorum on their meeting Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
For the last two weeks, student government 
has been unable to meet quorum; therefore, they 
have not been able to conduct official meetings. 
These previous unofficial meetings would not 
allow consent for the agenda and prevented the 
current senators from being appointed to their 
respective committees. 
Payton Ade, Vice President of student govern-
ment, predicts a good outcome for tomorrow's 
quorum. 
"I am expecting the Student Senate to have 
quorum," Ade said. "Committees have been able 
to meet and start conducting business even as we 
have not hit quorum." 
Last week, senators Billie Frazier and Connor 
Mellott, discussed the ways to help them meet 
quorum. 
In continuation to their comments on recruit-
ment efforts, Vice President Ade said that sena-
tors have put in hard work for recruitment. 
"Recruitment for new members has been 
driven by executives and senators," Ade said. "I 
am grateful that some senators have put a lot of 
work into trying to get new members." 
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ASHANTI THOMAS I DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Jada Laws, a junior economics major, does work in the TRIO Student Support office. 
TRiO helps first-generation students succeed 
By Amayah Farley 
Contributing Writer I @DEN_news 
Universities are becoming more 
diverse, and a major reason for 
this is the push on first-generation 
students. 
Even though Eastern has pro-
grams tailored to chis group of 
students, life on campus still pos-
es a separate set of challenges for 
those who are in the first genera-
tion of their family to attend col-
lege. 
One of the largest programs for 
first-generation students is the 
TRiO program. 
This program is funded feder-
ally and specifically targets first-
generation students. 
Maggie Burkhead, the director 
of TRiO, said that it's important 
for first-generation students to 
have support and resources to help 
their transition to college and to 
help them stay successful through-
out their time at Eastern. 
They provide tutoring and aca-
» CITY COUNCIL 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
"Some of the work we've al-
ready done has been a lot of electri-
cal work," Combs said. "There's a lot 
of work that goes into this and get-
ting over to some of the bigger stages 
we need some other groups to come 
» SENATE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The remainder of the meeting 
will be conducted as usual. The ad-
visor and graduate advisor reports 
will give their reports. 
New business will include the 
demic advisors chat help students 
stay on track. Sometimes the prob-
lems aren't that specific though. 
"I've had students who've come 
in like 'Ms. Maggie, I just need to 
vent,"' Burkhead said. 
Without being able to ask their 
parents for advice like other stu-
dents, they have to find others to 
turn to. 
This is why every student in the 
TRiO program is assigned some-
one to talk with one on one. 
Sometimes TRiO isn't enough, 
and students turn to the counsel-
ing center. 
"A lot of our first-generation 
students find chat it helps ro have 
a professional person on a level 
higher than what we do in TRiO," 
Burkhead said. 
Along with first-generation stu-
dents, TRiO targets low-income 
students as well. 
Most of the time, students who 
are in one category fall into the 
other as well. 
Since these students parents 
in and help us out, who are familiar 
with this type of stuff." 
The EPA last reported in 2021 the 
dead zone spans 6,334 square miles in 
the gulf. 
According to The Chicago Tribune, 
there are dead zones popping up in 
areas around Illinois like in Lake Erie, 
Lake Michigan, and Lake Huron as 
well as the Illinois river that has been 
election for a new Speaker of the 
Senate to take the place of the cur-
rent Interim Speaker of the Senate, 
Payton Ade. 
If quorum is not met in the next 
meeting, Ade will have to remain in 
the Speaker of the Senate Position 
permanently and will have two ex-
ecutive positions. 
don't hold a college degree, they 
normally don't have high-paying 
jobs, which causes the students to 
be low-income as well. 
Burkhead said this is why TRiO 
services are so important. 
They offer free printing and 
tons of scholarships. 
She also said that there are a 
lot of other resources on Eastern's 
campus to help first-generation 
students. 
While TRiO holds workshops 
to help students find jobs and in-
ternships in their field of study, 
other resources like Career Servic-
es help students decide what they 
actually want to do. 
Joseph Mulconrey, a sophomore 
exercise science major, said chat 
being a first-generation student 
does cause some difficulties when 
it comes to talking to his parents. 
Mulconrey said chat this is just 
one of those things his parents 
can't relate to him on. 
"They're not able to help me 
talk about certain situations that 
pushing fish away into deeper waters. 
Combs said the council has cho-
sen Donohue and Associates, 
Inc. and UpChurch Group, Inc. to 
work together on the project be-
cause both groups have expertise in 
the area. 
City council approved the city's 
Towing of Vehicles agreement be-
tween the Charleston Police Depart-
The student government board 
members will present their execu-
tive reports; followed by the com-
mittee reports from: Academic Af-
fairs, Alumni Relations, Business 
Affairs, Diversity"Affairs, External 
Relations, Internal Affairs, Student 
Affairs, and University Enhance-
ment. 
they never got to experience them-
selves," Mulconrey said. 
Caleigh Parsley, a sophomore 
nursing major, said chat while her 
parents did have some college ex-
perience, they didn't live in dorms 
and it wasn't enough to help. 
Pasrley said she had to find ways 
to get her questions answered; she 
uses Google and asks her friends, 
but her advisor is the main person 
she turns to when she has ques-
tions. 
"They're helpful, sometimes 
they take a little longer to answer 
than I would like, but I also know 
they help a lot of students," Pars-
ley said. 
Parsley said chat while there are 
some challenges to being a first-
generation student, it's bitter-
sweet. 
"It's sad to chink about, but it's 
also really cool that I'll be the first 
one," Parsley said. 
Amayah Farley can be reached at 
581-2812 or at akfarley@eiu.edu. 
ment and local agencies. 
They also approved of the Lin-
coln Log Cabin Foundation's request 
of $1,500 to cover expenses they will 
have from the Harvest Frolic as well 
as the multi-use path from Sister Park 
to Nursery Road. 
Elizabeth Wood can be reached at 
581-2812 or ehwood@eiu.edu. 
After the various committees 
present their reports, time for addi-
tional announcements will be avail-
able. 
This will be followed by adjourn-
ment of Wednesday night's meeting. 
Ethan Schobernd can be reached at 
581-2812 or ejschobernd@eiu.edu. 





Eastern's Student Senate has been hobbled 
this year as meeting after meeting, it fails to 
meet quorum. 
There are currently 16 senators in place, 
and 15 of them must be present to meet 
quorum and allow the senate to make any of-
ficial decisions . 
The goal for membership is 18 senators, 
allowing some more space for individuals 
to miss meetings, but as it stands, it is even 
more important for each senator to be pres-
ent. 
Still, they don't show up to the meetings. 
We can't know what may be going on in 
these senators' personal lives or their exact 
reasoning for not being present, this still 
raises the question: Why join this body of 
government if you are unwilling or unable to 
participate? 
This applies to everything else in life, 
too- if you don't show up for your sports 
team, they might lose. If you don't show up 
to work, everyone else has to pick up your 
slack. 
When it comes to something like student 
government, that minimum attendance is in 
place to make sure that enough of Eastern's 
student body will have a voice in each vote 
and decisions don't come down to a few peo-
ple. 
These senators knew this when they ran 
for the positions and were elected by the stu-
dent body. 
By ignoring the duties they were entrusted 
Sweater weather is 
the greatest weather 
kin spice is literally a gift 
given to the world and 
should be celebrated 
during this time of year. 
Of course, so people 
may have some counter 
arguments to my claims, 
such as seasonal de-
pression and preferring 
warmer weather. 
As the artist Andy 
Williams sang, "It's the 
most wonderful time of 
the year," and I couldn't 
agree more. But I am not 
talking about Christmas. 
2021 has seen the cold 
brisk weather in Febru-
ary, the sweltering heat 
in July, and April show-
ers. Now Illinois has ap-
proached my favorite sea-
son, sweater weather. It's 
Ethan Schobernd I believe the warmer weather opinion is a giv-
the weather that makes you want to curl-up with a 
blanket and a warm beverage as you wear that cozy 
sweater in the brisk fall weather. 
When everyone is prepping their costumes for 
Halloween, I'm prepping my "Sweater Weather" 
mug and wool sweaters for the cooler temperature. 
In the mornings, the air is always crisp and cool, just 
the way I like it. I can start putting on my beanie 
to cover my un-brushed hair, but everyone thinks it 
was a natural outfit choice. 
Regardless of the weather being wet or dry, it is 
still nice outside to me. The rain brings in bone-
chilling weather, so I get to sit inside and do home-
work as I watch the water trickle down the window. 
There is always the opportunity to set the perfect 
scene for myself and become the utmost relaxed. 
As a self-proclaimed coffee addict, sweater weath-
er perfectly coincides with my favorite hot beverage. 
I get to look forward to getting hot drinks nowa-
days rather than wanting one in the humid heat of 
Illinois. 
The best thing for coffee lovers, especially those 
who love Starbucks, we can get pumpkin spice lat-
tes. The pumpkin spice drink is one stereotype that 
applies to me, and I am proud to say that. Pump-
en for many people, and 
I would expect someone to say that as their first ar-
gument. However, some of my friends have claimed 
that this is the time of year where seasonal depres-
sion occurs. 
When the weather cools down, the daylight 
hours get shorter, and it is still raining, it may have a 
negative side effect on people's mental health. 
Mental health awareness is a huge deal this time 
of year and I am sure there are trends that can prove 
this awareness to be valid and detrimental for the 
public, especially college students. 
For me, sweater weather boosts my mental health 
and promotes a more positive mindset. Sure, having 
less daylight hours are a bummer, but I can find so 
many more positive aspects of this season that out-
weigh the negative. 
I always try to look on the brighter side of life in 
any situation I find mysel£ I think everyone should 
learn to embrace sweater weather. It is satisfying to 
put on a hoodie, drink a warm beverage, and enjoy 
the cool, relaxing breeze of the fall. 
Ethan Schobernd is a sophomore journal-
ism major. He can be reached at 581-2812 
or ejschobernd@eiu.edu. 
with, they have forced our student govern-
ment to become ineffective. 
We at The Daily Eastern News ask that 
members of Student Senate reassess their de-
cisions and put in the effort to be there. 
Don't let Eastern's student government 
BY WILL SIMMONS 
idle like this. You were chosen as voices for 
the rest of us. 
Be there to represent us. 
e majority opinion o 
he Daily Eastern News. 
Problematic perceptions of 
women, patriarchy highlighted 
in Netflix original show 'You' 
your name." He re-
flects on the encoun-
ter with awe in his eyes: 
· Season 3 of the Net-
flix original series "You" 
was released last Friday, 
Oct. 15. And the first 
two seasons were great. 
The show begins by fol-
lowing bookstore man-
ager Joe Goldberg as he 
becomes obsessed with 
and soon stalks poetry 
student Guinevere Beck 
using social media to 
follow her around and 
Ian Palacios 
"You smiled, laughed at 
my jokes. Told me your 
name, asked for mine," 
from which Joe's co-
worker concludes that 
"She was on you hard" 
and asks, "she write her 
number on there?" 
So why is this impor-
tant? 
sneak into her private life. 
Though the show touches on many important 
topics----oocial media and self-.identity, effects of trau-
matic experiences, the myriad ways women are op-
pressed in our a patriarchal society-I would like to 
focus on one small point made in episode one: Men 
need to stop misinterpreting women as flirting with 
them when women are just being normal, everyday 
people. 
· Attempting (and failing) to read Beck like a piece 
of literature, Joe impresses his own interpretation of 
what Beck is secretly insinuating. Essentially, using 
bad and objectifying reasons, Joe believes she's flirt-
ing with him. 
He notes that, since Beck's "blouse is loose" and 
her bracelets jangle, she is "not [t]here to be ogled" 
but still "like[s] a little attention." 
later, when she grabs a book from a high shelf-
choosing to get the book herself instead of letting Joe 
do it-Joe thinks, "Oh! Are you not wearing a bra? 
And you want me to notice. If this was a movie I'd 
grab you and we'd go at it right in the stacks." 
When Beck purchases the book, she uses her cred-
it card because, according to Joe, "You have enough 
cash to cover [the book], but you want me to know 
Joe thinks that, as many men do, just because a 
person is nice to you, laughing at your jokes or smil-
ing, that they must be attracted to you. 
- First, none ofJoe's reasons are good enough for be-
lieving that Beck is attracted to him, since they are 
perfectly compatible (and even expected) if Beck had 
not been attracted to Joe and was instead just being 
nice. 
Second, Joe's mindset puts Beck at a disadvantage 
by forcing her to either be helpless by letting Joe get 
the book for her or be independent but come off as 
wanting to show off her breasts. 
Third, Joe's thoughts are not even consistent. How 
can Beck not be there to be ogled yet also want Joe to 
notice her breasts? And Joe's coworker shows that this 
mindset isn't just specific to only Joe. 
What "You" gets at, all comments considered, is 
that heterosexual men often see women as being there 
for them, who show off for them. We need to make 
this clear: Just because someone is being nice to you, 
it doesn't mean they are attracted to you. 
Ian Palacios is a junior English and philosophy 
major. He can be reached at 581-2812 or impa-
lacios.edu. 
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Panthers drop home match 2-0 to SIUE 
By Nick Bays 
Women's Soccer Reporter I @DEN_Sports 
Eastern suffered a 2-0 loss on Tues-
day to SIUE in their make-up match 
' against the Cougars. With one match 
· left to go in the regular season, the 
Panthers will look to pick up a few 
more valuable points heading into 
the OVC tournament. 
Eastern's defense was able to slow 
. SIUE down more than they did in 
· their previous match against the 
. team. 
In the last meeting, Eastern con-
ceded two goals in the first half be-
fore the rest of the match was post-
poned. However, Eastern's defense 
. limited SIUE to scoring just one goal 
I per half on Tuesday. 
a. '. Esatern's offense was unable to find 
f the back of the net, though, as they 
. only had six total shots in the match, 
· two of those on target. SIUE had 
twenty-four shots in total, with six 
on target. 
Eastern head coach Jake Plant said 
that the team was unable to grab mo-
. mentum early, which contributed to 
the loss. 
"We got the first shot. Had that 
gone in, we would've seen the ener-
gy," Plant said. "After about twen-
ty-five minutes, though, the energy 
dropped. Maybe the identity we try 
to play with wasn't there." 
He said that the team did even-
tually bounce back, but not timely 
enough. 
"After about a thirty-rp.inute lull, 
by the time we get back into trying 
to do what we do, it was a bit late," 
Plant said. ''A complete performance 
is what's required against a good 
- ·1 
ADAM TU MINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern goalkeeper Faith Davies kicks the ball to her left in a match against Southern Illinois-Edwardsville on Oct. 19 at Lakeside Field. Davies had 4 saves 
in the match, which Eastern lost 2-0. 
team ... We did it for 45 (minutes) ; 
but unfortunately, we just didn't do 
it for 90." 
Eastern played on Sunday and 
now on Tuesday ahead of their 
Thursday clash against Austin Peay in 
a fight for OVC Tournament place-
ment. The lack of rest is something 
Plant said he has taken into consid-
eration. 
"Today we've gone as deep with 
the squad as we had all season," Plant 
said, "and we have got to make sure 
we spread those minutes out. I trust 
the girls, they have got a lot of good 
talent. We'll do the same thing on 
Thursday." 
He stressed that a complete perfor-
mance is needed against Austin Peay. 
"(For the game Thursday) We need 
to play for 90," Plant said. "You got 
to make sure you're there the whole 
time, every minute. We go to Austin 
Peay on Thursday, and they're a team 
that has to win. We know that, they 
know that, so it's going to be an in-
tense game." 
On Thursday, Eastern plays Aus-
tin Peay in Clarksville for a 6 p.m. 
match. The match will be important 
for helping Eastern potentially move 
up in the OVC standings and possi-
bly pick up some points. 
Nick Bays can be reached at 581-
2812 or ntbays@eiu.edu. 
· Pre season OVC basketball poll released Tuesday 
By Adam Tumino 
Sports Editor I @adam_tumino 
The OVC released the 2021-22 pre-
. season poll Tuesday, announcing the pre-
. dieted order of finish for the men's and 
women's teams and the preseason All-
OVC selections. 
The poll is constructed by the head 
coaches and communication directors for 
each school in the conference. 
Women's Basketball 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, Belmont was 
picked to win the conference. 
The Bruins were 14-3 in conference 
play last season, finisliingjust behind Ten-
nessee-Martin in the regular season stand-
ings. Belmont beat the Skyhawks in the 
OVC Tournament. 
Then went on to win their opening 
game at the NCAA Tournament against 
Gonzaga, becoming first OVC wom-
en's basketball team to win a game in the 
NCAA Tournament. They also received 5 
. votes in the preseason AP poll. 
Tennessee Tech is picked to finish sec-
ond. The Golden Eagles were 12-8 last 
season in conference play, tied for fifth in 
theOVC. 
Also 12-8 in conference last season was 
Murray State, which is picked to finish 
third this season. 
After winning the OVC regular season 
title last season with a 17-2 conference re-
cord. 
Tennessee-Martin is predicted to finish 
fourth in 2021-22. 
This drop is due in part to the loss of 
forward Chelsey Perry, who was named 
OVC Player of the Year in each of the last 
two seasons. Perry was drafted 26th over-
all in the 2021 WNBA Draft, becoming 
FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern guard Lariah Washington looks to pass the ball into the paint in a game against Belmont Feb. 4 in Lantz 
Arena. Washington led the team with 23 points in the game, which Eastern lost 77-75. 
the first OVC women's basketball player 
to be drafted. 
Selected to finish fifth this season is 
Austin Peay, which was 10-8 in confer-
ence play last season. 
Southeast Missouri is predicted to fin-
ish sixth after placing third last season. 
Eastern is predicted to move up a slot 
from eighth last season to seventh this sea-
son. They were 9-11 in conference play. 
The bottom three teams &om last sea-
son are also supposed to finish in the bot-
tom three spots this season. Southern Il-
linois-Edwardsville is picked to finish 
eighth, Morehead State is picked to finish 
ninth and Tennessee State, which went 
0-20 in conference last season, is picked 
to finish last. 
The All-OVC team features a pair of 
Eastern players. Both Abby Wahl and La-
riah Washington were given the preseason 
honor. 
Wahl was named first team All-OVC 
last season and Washington was named to 
the second second team. 
The full preseason All-OVC team is as 
follows: 
Yarnia Johnson-Austin Peay 
Destinee Wells- Belmont (Preseason 
Player of the Year) 
Conley Chinn- Belmont 
Turi Jones- Belmont 
Abby Wahl- Eastern 
Lariah Washington- Eastern 
Macey Turley- Murray State 
Katelyn Young- Murray State 
Anna Jones- Tennessee Tech 
Jordan Brock- Tennessee Tech 
Kesha Bra,;ly- Tennessee Tech 
Mackenzie Coleman- Tennessee Tech 
Men's Basketball 
It was a Belmont sweep in the pre-
season poll, as the men's team was also 
picked to win the OVC this season. 
The Bruins were 18-2 in conference 
play last season, but lost in the OVC 
Tournament to second-place Morehead 
State, which is predicted to finish second 
once again. 
Belmont set a new OVC record with 
its 18 conference wins last season and also 
received 7 votes in the preseason AP rank-
ings. 
Murray State is predicted to move up 
to third place after tying for fifth last sea-
son. They finished behind Eastern Ken-
tucky and Jacksonville State last season, 
who have since left the OVC. 
Southeast Missouri went 9-11 in con-
ference play last season, but is expected to 
jump up to fourth place this season. 
Tennessee State got the biggest jump of 
any team in the preseason poll. The Tigers 
are predicted to finish in fifth place after 
placing last a season ago with a 3-17 con-
ference record, due in part to injury issues 
throughout the season. 
Austin Peay was I 0-10 last season and 
is predicted to place sixth in 2021-22. 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville was 
picked to finish seventh and Tennessee 
Tech slated for eighth. The two teams 
were separated by three points in the poll, 
the closest margin of two teams in the 
conference. 
Eastern was picked to finish ninth un-
der new head coach Marty Simmons and 
a roster with nine new players. 
Tennessee-Martin, which was 6-14 
last season in conference play, is picked to 
place last. 
Eastern does not have any represen-
tation in the Preseason All-OVC Team. 
Marvin Johnson was named first team 
All-OVC team last season for the Pan-
thers, but is now playing for Oklahoma. 
The Preseason All-OVC team is as fol-
lows: 
Grayson Murphy- Belmont (Co-Pre-
season Player of the Year) 
Nick Muszynski- Belmont 
Luke Smith- Belmont 
Johni Broome- Morehead State (Co-
Preseason Player of the Year) 
Skyelar Potter- Morehead State 
KJ Williams- Murray State 
Tevin Brown- Murray State 
Chris Harris- Southeast Missouri 
Carlos Marshall- Tennessee State 
Jr. Clay- Tennessee Tech 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
